
Jesus– Touchpoint for June 25, 2025 

Psalm 16 (NRSVUE) 

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the LORD, "You 

are my Lord, my good above all other." All my delight is upon the godly 

that are in the land, upon those who are noble among the people. But 

those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied. Their libations of blood I 

will not offer, nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. O LORD, you are my portion and 

my cup; it is you who uphold my lot. My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have 

a goodly heritage. I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night 

after night. I have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand I shall not 

fall. My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope. For 

you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the Pit. You will show me the 

path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore. 

Grace and Peace from the mystery in whom we live and move and have our being 

Luke 9:57-62 

 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you 

go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 

Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let 

me go and bury my father.” And Jesus[c] said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but as 

for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me 

first say farewell to those at my home.” And Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the 

plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

When I was Director of Christian Growth Services at Remuda Ranch Treatment for Disordered 

Eating, one of my jobs was to provide a monthly staff chapel. I brought in an outside speaker 

and a musical team.  

Chapels were conducted throughout the day to serve 500 employees through a sprawling facility 

in Wickenburg, Arizona.  

One chapel day, my speaker was Stu Graf, a long time Young Life worker and friend.  

During the first chapel, we were interrupted by one of the employees. He questioned Stu about 

the things he was saying. Stu stated the Bible never quoted Jesus saying ‘worship me’ however, 

Jesus did say “follow me” 17 times.  

Stu also shared a story about a group of wealthy Christian businessmen, and potential donors 

who were visiting Mother Teresa in Calcutta. One day Teresa was wearing a hijab to attend a 

feast with a Muslim community just across the road. They asked her why she was doing this 

knowing they aren’t Christian. She responded, “I see the Jesus I love, in them.”  

Stu tried to explain to him the compassion of Jesus as gospel.  

Unsatisfied with Stu’s responses, the employee followed us the rest of the day to further debate. 

At our needed break for lunch the man followed us to the café and confronted Stu again. 

Stu set his lunch aside and asked the man, “May I ask you a question?” “If you came across a 

starving person and you had to make the decision between giving them food or giving them the 

salvation message, which one would you choose? Keep in mind in this hypothetical dilemma you 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%209%3A51-62&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25354c


only have time to choose one. The man said, “That’s easy! I would tell them to pray the prayer.” 

Stu said, “Ok I hear you.” He evidently left satisfied.  

Jesus is speaking to his would-be followers of attachments. Even the dogma of our belief 

systems can become an attachment. Jesus said we cannot serve two masters. Every attachment 

we develop will eventually face a crucial moment of embrace or abandon. We will either choose 

the king of our obsessions or the King of liberation on earth. If we welcome this invitation of 

change and transformation, Spirit will guide our soul into a kingdom where God alone is King.  

Jesus was the great liberator. He liberated others from their oppressive attachments. His power 

was in his devotion to his King he called his heavenly father. His mission was to deliver 

compassion to the world by being responsive to only one King.  

In Jesus’ words his “heavenly Father” is King. Heavenly meaning not of this world. In those 

patriarchal times, father represented ultimate authority. Heavenly, referred to a kingdom on 

earth separate from human construct and hierarchy. 

We are continually faced with a choice between a king of human domination or a King of 

sovereign love. The kings of human domination come to us with rewards of power and 

popularity, prestige and pleasure. They bask in their perceived rightness, flaunt their abundance 

and serve conventional wisdom for consensus’s sake.  

Jesus says these kings of earth are different than the King who rules with love. Kings of this 

world must have fox holes to hide. They must be like birds able to fly and flee when necessary. 

In the Kingdom of God where God is King there is no need to hide.  

Jesus’s potential followers said they would go anywhere and everywhere with Jesus. Jesus 

warned them of his uncomfortable way of life and would not expect them to live a life of infinite 

surrender. But he said he can be a person led by the Spirit of infinite love. There evidently is not 

an expectation to become like Jesus, but to be led by the Spirit of Christ. 

The one who claimed he wanted to bury his father first, provided a perfect example for Jesus to 

explain our human attachments. It doesn’t make them wrong; it just helps us understand our 

human condition.  

Jesus was clear that there is no king on this earth that can rule as God rules. In a kingdom of 

this world hierarchies are protected.  In the Kingdom of Heaven there is no competition for the 

King.  

Scripture refers to God as a jealous God. For us to be jealous is to claim a place we do not and 

cannot have. For God to be jealous is quite different because God has no equal. God can back up 

his smack talk should he choose to do it. 

It’s like Michael Jordan in his basketball days. He talked smack to his opponents regularly. But 

M.J. could back up his smack talk. People ask, “well isn’t jealousy a sin? Well, it would be for us 

I guess, because jealousy presumes, we are the greatest. God, however, is the only one worthy 

to be Jealous because this God who is all in all, has no worthy competitors. This divine mystery 

we call God, this one and only King, chooses to rule with love.  

Jesus wasn’t seeking sympathy for not having a memory foam mattress and a Sealy 

Posturepedic for his head at night. He was metaphorically saying he chose no permanent 

attachments. 

Richard Rohr says it like this, “divine rule that prioritizes servant leadership and relational 

power, contrasts sharply with earthly notions of kingship. God’s sovereignty is expressed 



through love, inclusivity, and a kenotic self-emptying, rather than domination or control.” (AI 

Co-pilot 2025) 

My friend Stu offered something to consider in those crucial moments of invitation to follow in 

The Way of liberation. It’s like choosing food to feed a starving child, it is a liberating life-giving 

invitation to let go of personal beliefs as an attachment. 

I invite you to ponder this question sometime. What have I made an attachment? What 

relationship, project, or belief system no matter how admirable or unseemly has become an 

attachment. What might liberation look like?  

Amen 

  



 
 

Opening Song 
 

Be Still 
(London Fox Taize Choir) 

Be Still, know that I am God. 
 

You Lord Are In This Place 
(Keith Duke) 

 
You Lord are in 1) …this place. 2)...my heart. 3)...my mind. 4)...my life. 

Your presence fills it. Your presence is peace. 
 

Bible Passage 
(A passage takes us from one place to another) 

 
Touchpoint 

(Where God’s story touches our life story) 
 

In the Arms of God 
(Tony Alonso, Marty Haugen, Michael Joncas) 

Refrain: Come and rest in the arms of God. Leave your worry and fear. Make your home in the heart of God. 
God will dry every tear. For the burden you carry will fade within God’s care. Come and rest in the arms of 

God. 
1) Gentle is God’s way and humble is God’s heart. God’s love will light the way that leads to peace. Surely 

you shall see God’s goodness and God’s grace. Rest now in God’s embrace. Refrain 
2) Do not be afraid. God heals the broken heart. Through grief and disbelief God remains. God and God 

alone will be your soul’s true rest. Fall in the arms of God.  
Refrain 

3) You are not alone, for God is always nearby. Come place your doubt and fear within God’s care. God will 
give you rest and soothe your weary soul. Dwell in the heart of God.  

Refrain 
 

The Meal 
The Lord's Prayer (Our Father) 
(The Scottish Festival Singers) 

 
Benediction 

Sevenfold Amen                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
(The Emmanuel Quartet) 

Amen. 

 


