Grooted in Love — Touchpoint for June 4, 2025

John 14:8-17 (NRSVUE)

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him,
TOUCH POINT “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has

seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father””? Do you not believe
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you | do not speak on my own, but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. "Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you
do not, then believe?lbecause of the works themselves. Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will
also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father.®|
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son."If in my name you ask
melP)or anything, I will do it.

The Promise of the Holy Spirit

541f you love me, you will keep my [Flcommandments.®And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, “lto be with you forever.7This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will bel¢l in[flyou.

Grace and Peace from the mystery in whom we live and move and have our being

I’m kind of with the disciples on this one. They have heard so much about the “Father” from Jesus. Jesus
always left the disciples, going away to have private conversations with the Father. Jesus often spoke of doing
nothing separate from the will of his Father.

If I had been a disciple, | too would want to see the Jefe. The Boss. The one who signs off on all this abiding love
and unmentionable suffering. The One who would be infinitely by our side after Jesus is gone and unavailable
for our stupid questions.

Maybe the disciples are beginning to smell the coffee concerning the reality of Jesus permanent departure.
What would they do now? What if there was no one to guide them? No one to tell them where to fish? Break
bread with them. Stand up to their bullies? Tell jokes about foolish emperors? They insisted on an explanation
on the parables. Now they’re just going to miss his amazing story telling.

They did not leave everything to follow a mysterious invisible God. They followed a liberating charismatic
person named Jesus. The Jesus of miraculous interventions and compassionate dialogues with the estranged
and the broken.

Though in denial, the disciples were aware of the forceful parting that was to come. The disciples must have
wanted assurance they would not be left as spiritual orphans. No wonder they asked Jesus, to “Please show us
the Father.”

Jesus knew their attachment to him was deep and their transitioning into a deeper union with God’s mystery
would be a challenge. Only Jesus understood they would experience what he was experiencing with “The
Father.”

No wonder Jesus was always wanting to connect the disciples to the One who is greater than himself.

Yet understandably, their attachment to Jesus grew.
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Thinking back, when I’ve wanted reassurance of God’s touchable presence in moments of unmanageable
worry, anxiety, and depression I’ve desired evidence.

This is why the words Jesus spoke are perhaps the most profound words spoken in the Bible.

“If you have seen the Father, you have seen me.”
“Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me”
“You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.”

This emphasis on being IN one another must be what physicists are now calling quantum entanglement. This
unexplainable and mysterious connection between particles is described this way, “If you measure a property
of one entangled particle, you instantly know the corresponding property of the other, regardless of how far
apart they are. The link persists even if separated by light-years.” (Google Al, 2025)

Jesus appears to be describing something more intimate than even what was experienced with he and the
disciples in the flesh. A oneness so indescribable, it cannot be explained. Jesus allows this oneness by giving
himself up. The only way we can make way for the experience of Oneness. Opening the heart unconditionally
and releasing a judgmental mind.

I’ll try to describe what I’'m talking about by sharing a conversation | had with my daughter Andi.

My daughter was sharing with me how a scene from the 2014 movie “Guardians of the Galaxy” from the Marvel
collection moved her.

The character, Groot, is a beloved sentient tree-like alien known for his limited vocabulary. His signature line
throughout the film is “l am Groot.” Though his only line, his range of inflection and emotion speak volumes.

Groot travels with Peter Quill, a human who was abducted as a child and became a rogue forager. They and a
few other misfits set on a mission to save the galaxy from Ronan the Accuser.

In the scene their spaceship is plummeting toward the planet. They huddle together on the floor of the
spaceship in speechless resignation. Groot, in heartbreaking fashion grows and extends his leaf scattered roots
wide and provides life giving shelter for his friends. The snarky racoon faces Groot and asks with tears in his
eyes, “Groot why are you doing this? You are going to die.” Groot with his roots still growing and surrounding
his friends says, “We are Groot.”

In his sacrifice they live. Groot dies but gives birth to something new.

It's a very tender and moving scene and | said to Andi, “This is it! This is the answer I’ve been seeking as to the
reason Jesus breathed on the disciples in the upper room”

The instructions Jesus leaves with the disciples and us, and what he did in the upper room is symbolic of Jesus
connecting all of us. We are one in Spirit! Rooted in Christ! There is the connection we are longing for.

We are Groot! Rooted in One faith, One hope and One Love.

Amen



Opening Song

Be Still

(London Fox Taize Choir)

Be Still, know that | am God.

Calm Me Lord
(Margaret Rizza)

Calm me Lord as you calmed the storm.
Still me Lord, keep me from harm.
Let all the tumult within me cease.

Enfold me Lord, in your peace.
Bible Passage
(A passage takes us from one place to another)
Touchpoint
(Where God'’s story touches our life story)

The Meal

The Lord's Prayer
(The London Fox Taize Choir)

Benediction

The Lord Bless You and Keep You
(National Lutheran Choir, Peter C. Lukin)

The Lord blesses you and keeps you.
The Lord lifts his countenance upon you... And give you peace...
The Lord makes his face shine upon you...And be gracious unto you...
The Lord be gracious unto you. Amen



